
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Save the Date 

 

 

 Monday, 1/11 

Access Testing begins 

 

 Thursday, 1/14 

PTA Moms and 

Munchies, 7:10am 

 

 Monday, 1/18 and 

Tuesday, 1/19 

NO SCHOOL 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Birthday Observed (M) 

Teacher Institute Day 

(T) 

 

 Thursday, 1/21 

Beginning Orchestra 

Concert; Winston 

Campus, 7:00pm 

 

 Tuesday, 1/26 

PTA Meeting, 6:45pm 

All Members Welcome! 

 

 Wednesday, 1/27 

3
rd

/4
th
 Grade Musical 

WB Multi-Purpose Rm, 

6:30pm 

 

 Wednesday, 1/27 

Blood Drive, PGJH 

2:30-8:30pm 

 

 Wednesday, 1/27 

Market Day Orders 

Due to school 

 

 Wednesday, 1/28 

Parent  Internet Safety 

7-8:30pm 

 

 Saturday, 1/30 

Market Day Internet 

Orders Due 

 

 Friday, 2/12 

Valentine‘s Day Class 

Parties, 1:15pm 
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It was great to welcome back all of our 
students after the two week winter break.  
May 2010 be a wonderful year for all of us.  
January will be a busy month at Willow 
Bend.   
 
Congratulations to all of the students who 
made it to the Willow Bend 2009 Spelling 
Bee finals:  Juan, David, Lucky, Giovanni, 
Kyle, Anuraj, Czarisse, Akshaya, Arash, 
Rohit, Ben, Lorena, and Hardik.  The Willow 
Bend finalist for the spelling bee is 
Czarisse.  She will participate in the District 
15 Spelling Bee on January 12.  She will be 
a wonderful representative for Willow Bend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Blotter 
By Mrs. Barbie Rothbauer, Principal 

 We now have middle of the year data that 
we are able to view to set goals for the 
coming months.  Our second language 
speaking students, K-6, are preparing to 
participate in ACCESS testing during 
January and February.  We will also be busy 
preparing more intensely for our ISAT testing 
in March.   
 
As part of the expectations from the state of 
Illinois, students in 3

rd
 through 6

th
 grades will 

be educated in Internet Safety.  This will 
include a 45 minute lesson provided by our 
LRC teacher, Ms. Amrhein.  In addition, we 
have a speaker scheduled to give a 
classroom talk with 5

th
 and 6

th
 grade 

students.  We will also have a parent night 
on January 28 from 7:00-8:30 so please 
mark your calendars and plan to attend.  It is 
highly recommended for parents of 4

th
-6

th
 

graders although parents of other children 
actively using the internet are encouraged to 
attend. 

 
We all look forward to seeing you at Willow 
Bend for our parent night as well as the 
3

rd
/4

th
 grade concert on January 27.   
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Valentine’s Day Parties 

‘s Our room moms will be busy preparing for 
the Valentine Parties which will be held on 
Friday, February 12.   
 
1

st
 & 2

nd
 grade students will be asked to 

decorate a valentine's box at home to hold 
the valentines they receive.  Any smaller 
sized box would be appropriate.  Materials  
that could be used are wrapping paper, 
construction paper, newspaper comics, 
stickers, glitter, doilies, or any other item 
that would make the box festive.  Students 
are asked to bring enough unaddressed 
valentines for everyone in their class.  
More information will be coming home as 
the day gets closer. 
 
 

 

The 3
rd

/4
th
 grade students will decorate a 

bag or small box (shoe box size) at home 
to be used to collect valentines.  Bags or 
boxes will be brought into school already 
decorated on Valentine's Day.  
(Valentines will be distributed in the 
morning the day of the party.)  Food and 
activities will be provided by PTA room 
reps after discussion with classroom 
teachers. 
 
The kindergarten and 5

th
/6

th
 grade 

teachers will provide more information 
closer to the party date. 
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Just a reminder—although the holidays are over, there is still giving to be done! 

LifeSource – Chicagoland’s Blood Center needs your help! 

Blood Drive January 27, 2010, 2:30 pm – 8:30 pm at Plum Grove Junior High School 

 

More than 4.5 million patients need blood transfusions each year in the U.S. and Canada, which means someone needs 
blood every two seconds. If you don‘t think donating blood can help, you should know that one pint of blood can save up to 
three lives! So mark your calendar for: 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010—Plum Grove Jr. High — 2:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Light refreshments will be available for after your donation. Additional information is available on the www.wbpta.org website 
and www.plumgroveptsa.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  

Holidays Around the World 

 
Willow Bend ELL students had a wonderful time in 
December researching and experiencing different 
holidays from around the world.  They learned about the 
Polish Christmas (Wigilia), the Indian Diwali, the Jewish 
Hanukah, the Muslim Ramadan, and many other 
holidays.  The research concluded with the class 
celebration - "Holidays Around the World" - which 
included a talent show.  Students demonstrated their 
talents, which often had some relationship with their 
cultures.  The Korean alphabet was introduced, drawings 

made of Chinese dragons, and Polish songs sung.         
 A student from the University of Chicago, Ola Pitcher, 

joined the celebration to emphasize the importance and 
pride of speaking more than one language in today's 
world.  

http://www.wbpta.org/
http://www.plumgroveptsa.org/


Eagle Journal                                                              Page 3 of 5 
 

Check us out on the web, www.wbpta.org 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           

People Power 

If you aren‘t a room rep, but want to be one…please volunteer for your child (or 
children‘s) classroom this year.  If you are interested, please contact Tracie 

McCarthy by Thursday, September 10
th
. (see contact information below) 

 
We will be holding a Room Rep Tea on Wednesday, September 16, 2009 at 
2:25pm in the Multi-Purpose room. This will be a brief information session on 
Room Rep responsibilities and will give Room Reps and Teachers a chance to 
meet. 
 
It is not a big time commitment – simply help to plan classroom parties for 
Halloween and Valentine‘s Day. It is a lot of fun and a rewarding way to be 
involved with your kids‘ school activities. 
 
Contact Tracie McCarthy for more information at 847-452-4420 or 
tracie_mac@msn.com. 

 

Thank you to all who supported our recent Book Fair.  Our students 
and families purchased almost $4000 worth of books!  With 
Scholastic's customer rewards program, we have "earned" 
approximately  $2400 in Scholastic Dollars that Ms. Amrhein can 
use to purchase books for the LRC--for all Willow Bend students to 
use and share! 
 
Thank you to our many volunteers who helped make the Book Fair 
such a huge success!  I appreciate your time, energy, enthusiasm 
and support. 
 
Our parent/family volunteers included:  Nereyda Alvarado, Jacque 
Axelrad, Donna Bisesi, Laurie Callero, Kym Conis, Angela David, 
Tara Deluca, Elecia Dexter, Hilda Fernandez, Heather Fornarelli, 
Laura Garcia, Judy Garnmeister, Nancy Groch, Lisa Guerrero, 
Debbie Hathaway, Lekha Kalidindi, Sireesha Kumbhari, Kathy 
Magner, Carrie Mazza, Tracie Mc Carthy, Sam Nieves, Maria 
Pappas, Susan Pfister, Kavya Pupalla, Rebecca Radford, Mari 
Sakurai, Dan Seymour, Lisa Shay, Cindy Tanev, Marta Taskin, 
Iwona Trybula, Amy Vogelgesang, Andrea Wolfe, Donna Yohe, 
Dawn Zayas, and Yang Zhao. 
 
Our teacher and staff helpers included: Ms. Amrhein, Mrs. Bland, 
Mrs. Galloway, Mrs. Marsico, Mr. Mihovilovich, Mrs. Rothbauer, Mr. 
Soliz, Evan and Jerome. 
 
Thank you to all who contributed to One For Books—the loose 
change boxes at the Book Fair check-out.  Your donations 
purchased more Scholastic books for our LRC and for children who 
are AIDS orphans in Africa. 
 
Finally, thank you to everyone who brought food for the Food Drive 
during the Book Fair.  We really appreciate your help.  Willow Bend 
School collected over 600 food items!  Our students donated 11 
boxes full of food to the Rolling Meadows Rotary Club & Food 
Pantry and another 10 boxes to the Palatine Food Pantry.  They 
were both so grateful for our school‘s donation.  Great job, everyone! 
 
Nancy Sieh, Book Fair Comm. 

 

Willow Bend friend, Elizabeth, just 
returned from her recent trip to Africa.  
She sends her thanks to everyone who 
helped make her trip a wonderful 
learning experience for the children.  
Willow Bend teachers were invited to 
share lesson plans with her (for the 
students) prior to her trip.  She also took 
with her books purchased at our book 
fair through the generosity of Willow 
Bend families who contributed to the 
loose change—One For Books—
program. 
 
See page 5 for Elizabeth‘s ‗Thank You 
Note‘ and pictures from her trip. 

WB Making a Difference 

3rd and 4th Grade Musical 

Willow Bend‘s third and fourth grade musical, ―Snow Biz!‖ is coming soon!  On Wednesday, January 27, 2010 at 
6:30 PM, come watch the third and fourth graders sing and tell the story of ―Snow Biz‖.   This musical is about a 
snow storm plowing through and dumping buckets of snow on the town everywhere!  Characters such as 
Professor Snow-It-All and ice fishermen will sing of all the delights of the winter time ―snow‖ business.  Everyone is 
welcome.  If you have any questions, please call or e-mail Ms. Petersen at 847-963-7322 or 
peterses@ccsd15.net.  Thank you and I look forward to seeing you there!   
 

 

 

Party Reminder 

Reminder to Room Reps: Classroom Valentine's Day parties will be held on Friday, February 12th from 1:15 - 
2:15 pm (9:15-10:15 for AM kindergarten). Please get in touch with your fellow Room Reps and classroom 
teachers soon to plan wonderful parties for our kids. If you are not currently a Room Rep but want to become 
one, please contact Tracie McCarthy at tracie_mac@msn.com   

mailto:peterses@ccsd15.net
mailto:tracie_mac@msn.com
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Birthday Books Available! 

Parents, did you know that the PTA sponsors a wonderful program for your kids on their birthday!?! 
On your child's birthday they are invited to come down to the Resource Center and pick a book from the 
birthday book rack for free!! There is a great selection of books that is updated monthly. 
The Willow Bend PTA wants to wish all our Willow Bend students a Happy Birthday and encourage 
reading. Remind your kids to take advantage of this wonderful gift!!  Summer birthdays will also have a 
chance to select their book at the end of the school year. 

 

Speaking of Books….. 

Each month Willow Bend‘s Literacy Committee will provide a list of book suggestions and a short sentence about each 
book.  The lists will be divided up into primary and intermediate suggestions.  It is the hope of the Literacy Committee 
that parents and students will use the books for ideas to broaden their reading.   
 
January Book Suggestions: 
 
Primary  
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you See?  By: Bill Martin Jr.  This is a fictional book that is great for repetition and 
for developmental readers.  Easy pattern book for beginning readers.  
 Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready For Kindergarten by: Joseph Slate. This fictional book introduces the letters of the 
alphabet.  This is a good choice for beginning and early readers who need help with letters and sounds. 
 
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by: Laura Numberoff. This is a fictional book that is great for repetition as well as 
predictable reading.  
 
 From Head to Toe by: Eric Carle. This is a fictional book that encourages students to exercise the following 
movements like the animals. It is a very interactive book that students enjoy to read and participate in!  
 
Intermediate 
Hatchet  - By: Gary Paulsen. After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days alone in the Canadian 
wilderness with only a hatchet as a survival tool. A classic. 
 
Sign of the Beaver – Elizabeth George Speare: Another classic - Survival story. 
 
Number the Stars – Lois Lowry-This is a little girl‘s family tale of survival during the Nazi occupation during WWII. 
 
Where the Red Fern Grows - Wilson Rawls. This is a fictional story about a boy and his love for his two hound dogs. 
Together they have numerous adventures hunting ―coon‖ in the back hills of Cherokee country. If you liked Old Yeller, 
you will love this book even more. This is a great read aloud. Parents and children alike will thoroughly enjoy it. 

 

 

Thanksgiving Feast at Willow Bend 
Kindergarten classes and Willow Bend ELL students celebrated 
Thanksgiving at school in a very special way. All students gathered 
together on Thursday, exactly a week before Thanksgiving, to share a 
Thanksgiving feast. 
 
Students learned about Pilgrims and Indians, and about traditional 
Thanksgiving foods.  For many ELL students it was the first time they 
had tasted corn bread, cranberry juice or turkey stuffing.   

 
 



Eagle Journal                                                              Page 5 of 5 
 

Check us out on the web, www.wbpta.org 

 

 
Attention Moms, Grandmothers, Aunts and Caregivers! 

Come spend some quality time with your Willow Bend students before you start your busy day! 
Please join us for our annual PTA "Moms and Munchies". 

January 14
th
 @ 7:10 a.m. in the Willow Bend multi-purpose room 

Complimentary bagels, muffins, donuts, coffee and juice will be served. 

 

 A Letter of Thanks to our Willow Bend Family 

―I want to express my gratitude to each one of you for making a difference in the lives of the children at Maranatha. I am 
still searching for the words to fully describe how you have impacted these children‘s lives. Your creative ideas, 
generosity, and love enriched the children by making play, fun, and laughter the conduit to learning.  

For the first time, the children got to use dice, dominoes, measuring cups, card games, chess, checkers, Connect Four, 
and Uno, which taught them about math, measurement, concentration, memorization, and strategy. They sang, told 
stories, and danced; created a word-wall, read aloud, played Bingo and Go Fish; all of which helped them learn to read, 
write, and spell. Soccer, netball, relay races, and games with tennis balls, spoons, and balloons let the children be part of 
a team and compete with one another. They put puzzles together, sequenced stories, found patterns, sorted and 
organized buttons, beads, nuts, bolts, paper clips, rubber bands, and sticks. They painted, colored, cut, folded, glued, 
and used play dough for hands-on creative learning, which they loved.   

They saw a map of the world for the first time and learned how they are part of this very large and complex planet. They 
also learned about the precious elements that make up the earth and how humankind is responsible for the care and use 
of these resources. They planted sugar beans, tended to the beans daily, and much to their delight, watched them grow.  

They also discovered something about their unique personalities; their likes, dislikes, dreams, wishes, and goals. They 
made commitments to make healthy choices throughout their lives so that they would continue to grow. 

In the end, it was the children who were the teachers. Their lessons were about love, compassion, peace, patience, trust, 
faith, courage, and hope. I hope their story has brought some of these gifts to you. Thank you again for bringing such joy 
to this special place on the other side of the world. Your presence was felt. Your kindness has made a difference.‖ 

Happy New Year, 

Elizabeth  

 

    

 This money was collected from Willow Bend families who contributed to the loose change—One 

For Books—program during the Book Fair in November. 


