
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
     Save the Date 

     

  Monday, April 5
th

  

  MAP Testing Begins 

  Grades 2-6 

 

  Wednesday, April 7
th

  

  Market Day Pick Up 

  2:15-3:15pm 

 

  Tuesday, April 13
th
 

  Volunteer Recognition 

  Day 

 

  Tuesday, April 13
th
 

  PTA Brainstorming  

  Meeting @ WB 

 

  Wednesday, April 14
th
 

  Board of Ed Meeting 

  7:00pm, Sundling JH 

 

  Friday, April 16
th
 

  Spring Picture Day 

 

  Tuesday, April 20
th
 

  Music Program 

  Grades 5&6 

  6:30pm 

 

  Tuesday, April 27
th
 

  PTA Meeting 

  6:45pm 

  ALL are Welcome! 

 

  Wednesday, April 28
th
 

  Beg/Int Orchestra 

  Concert 

  7:00pm 

  Winston Campus 

 

  Wednesday, April 28
th
 

  Market Day 

  Order Forms due  

 

  Saturday, May 1
st
 

  Market Day 

  Internet orders due 

 

  Week of May 3
rd

 

  Staff Appreciation  
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As we welcome spring, students also seem to 
get a touch of ―spring fever‖.  Please 
encourage your child to maintain great study 
habits, sleep patterns, and school attendance 
as a priority to spring sports and other 
temptations this time of year.  With 
approximately nine weeks remaining in the 
school year, there are many opportunities for 
learning every day your child attends school.   
 
As a staff, we will continue to provide great 
learning opportunities while also managing 
acceptable behaviors.  You will assist this 
greatly by sending your child off to school 
ready to learn and following up at home by 
inquiring about the school day and providing a 
distraction-free area for completing homework.   
 
This month students in grades 2

nd
-6

th
 will 

participate in the final MAP (Measure of 
Academic Progress) testing.  This is an 

Principal’s Blotter 
By Mrs. Barbie Rothbauer, Principal 

 

informative testing window as we will be able 
to measure each child’s growth from the 1

st
 

test to the 3
rd

.  For students with past years’ 
test data, we can even see growth over time.   
 
We will have our second Code Red Drill of 
the year on Monday, April 26.  Please note 
that any time during a drill or during an actual 
Code Red situation, the building is completely 
locked down and no one will be given access 
by any school personnel.  Only the police 
department will allow access to the building.   
 
Thank you for working together with Willow 
Bend to promote learning in a safe 
environment! 
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GOT IDEAS?  CREATIVE?  

OUT OF THE BOX THINKER?   

WE NEED YOU! 
Do you have ideas for a fundraiser?  Are 
you creative in thought and have some input 
on how we can improve member 
participation?  Have you been part of 
another organization that held an event and 
think maybe it might work here at Willow 
Bend?  

Come join members of the PTA for a Brain 
Storming session on April 13

th
 at 7:00.  The 

Willow Bend PTA needs some new ideas 
and fresh thought for the 2010-2011 school 
year!  This is not a meeting, there is no 
further commitment, and we just want to 
hear what you have to offer.  Refreshments 
will be served. Help us build a better 
experience for your child at Willow Bend! 

 
 

 

Babysitting Class Survey Results 

 Attention 5
th
 and 6

th
 Grade Parents!  We appreciate your response to our recent survey of 

5th & 6th Grade parents regarding the Babysitting Class options.  We are sorry to say that 
we do not have enough people interested in the Babysitting Class for us to schedule a class 
this year.   We will continue to review the situation in planning for subsequent years.  
 
Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 

WB Health & Safety Committee 
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People Power 

If you aren’t a room rep, but want to be one…please volunteer for your child (or 
children’s) classroom this year.  If you are interested, please contact Tracie 

McCarthy by Thursday, September 10
th
. (see contact information below) 

 
We will be holding a Room Rep Tea on Wednesday, September 16, 2009 at 
2:25pm in the Multi-Purpose room. This will be a brief information session on 
Room Rep responsibilities and will give Room Reps and Teachers a chance to 
meet. 
 
It is not a big time commitment – simply help to plan classroom parties for 
Halloween and Valentine’s Day. It is a lot of fun and a rewarding way to be 
involved with your kids’ school activities. 
 
Contact Tracie McCarthy for more information at 847-452-4420 or 
tracie_mac@msn.com. 

Staff Appreciation News 

Here is a great opportunity to show the staff of Willow Bend how much we appreciate 
everything they do for our kids. During staff appreciation week (May 3-May 5), we'll be raffling 
"thank you" baskets. These baskets have been a huge hit with staff in previous years. Please 
consider donating an entire themed basket, an empty basket, gift certificates or other items to 
this effort. If you can donate personally or solicit a business donation, please contact Amy 
Vogelgesang (847-397-0868 or ajvogs@comcast.net) by Friday, April 9. All items need to be 
dropped off in the PTA room at Willow Bend by Friday, April 23. Thanks in advance! 
 

 

 

mailto:ajvogs@comcast.net
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April is Autism Awareness Month 
 Autism is a developmental disability typically appearing during the first three years of life. It affects how an individual 

communicates and interacts with others. Autism is defined by a certain set of behaviors and is a ―spectrum disorder‖. 
It affects people in different ways and to varying degrees. 
There is no known single cause for Autism. Children do not ―outgrow‖ it, but studies show that if it is diagnosed early 
and interventions are implemented, it can lead to significant improved outcomes. 
Some warning signs for parents to look for: 
Lack or delay of speech 
Repetitive use of language or motor mannerisms (hand-flapping) 
Little or no eye contact 
Lack of make believe play 
Lack of interest in peer relationships 
Fixation on parts of objects 
 
With the right services and supports, people with autism can live full, healthy, and meaningful lives. For more 
information please visit www.autism-society.org. 
Ellen Klimala RN 

 

St. Patrick’s Day at Willow Bend 
Students from the Newcomers’ Class at Willow Bend  
celebrated their first Saint Patrick’s Day.  During the week 
prior to the holiday, students researched origins of the 
holiday, Irish traditions and customs.  Students  
enjoyed watching part of ― Riverdance‖, dancing an Irish 
jig and drinking green lemonade. 
A special guest, a Northeastern University student, 
Michael Brennan, talked to the ELL students about his 
Irish heritage and culture.  
Teachers, Mrs. Pitcher and Mrs. Elster, organized this fun 
celebration. 

 

 

 

 

Box Tops for Education 

If you have Box Tops for Education labels at home that you’ve been saving – now is the time send to them to 
school with your child.  The office staff will be trimming, counting and shipping at the end of May.  The class who 
brings in the most labels wins lunch for the entire class, their choice.  McDonald’s has been popular the last two 
years!  Last year Willow Bend received $436.00 and the year before that $617.00!   

Box Tops are found on hundreds of participating products throughout your grocery store. For the most 
current information, see the complete list of participating products by visiting 
www.boxtops4education.com.  

 

 

News from Mr. Pollock 

Track and Field tryouts for sixth graders start in April. Team practices will be held in May during intramural times 
and during Runner's Club. Fourth and fifth graders in the Runner's Club will help out and participate in these 
practices.  
 
Jump Rope for Heart raised 2,600 dollars!  Thank you, everyone, for your support of this great charity! 

 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
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April 19-25, 2010  is   

National  Turn  off  TV  

Week 

 

April Book List 
Intermediate Book Suggestions: 
 
Someone named Eva- Joan M. Wolf  
A gripping tale of one girl’s struggle against the Nazis. Remember who you are, Milada. Milada’s grandmother says 
these words on the night the Nazi soldiers come to their town. 
 
Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell off a Tree - Lauren Tarshis  
Emma-Jean Lazarus is the smartest and strangest girl at William Gladstone Middle School. Her classmates don't 
understand her, but that's okay because Emma-Jean doesn't quite get them either. 
 
Among the Hidden-Margaret Peterson Haddix 
Luke has never been to school. He’s never had a birthday party, or gone to a friend’s house for an overnight. In fact, 
Luke has never had a friend.  Luke in one of the shadow children, a third child forbidden by the Population Police. He’s 
lived his entire life in hiding, and now, with a new housing development replacing the woods next to his family’s farm 
he is no longer even allowed to go outside. 
Then, one day Luke sees a girl’s face in the window of a house where he knows two other children already live.  
Finally, he’s met a shadow child like himself. 
 
Sideways Stories from Wayside School-Louis Sachar 
This book is filled with humorous stories from the classroom on the thirtieth floor of Wayside School, a school that was 
accidentally built sideways, with one classroom on each floor.   
 
It’s Disgusting and We Ate It!: True Food Facts from Around the World and Throughout History!-James 
Solheim 
Rattlesnake Salad? Tadpole Soup?  This book is a collection of poems, facts, statistics and stories about unusual 
foods from around the world. 
 
Primary Book Suggestions: 
 
Redwoods - Jason Chin 
While waiting for the subway a boy is reading about redwoods and then is suddenly transported to the lush forest.  The 
boy becomes so engrossed in a book that he actually becomes part of the book.  
Barnes and Noble review is: An ordinary train ride becomes an extraordinary trip to the great ancient forests. A 
subway trip is transformed when a young boy happens upon a book about redwood forests. As he reads the 
information unfolds, and with each new bit of knowledge, he travels—all the way to California to climb into the 
Redwood canopy. Crammed with interesting and accurate information about these great natural wonders, Jason 
Chin's first book is innovative nonfiction set within a strong and beautiful picture storybook.  
 
What Really Happened to Humpty? - Jeanie Ransom  
The files of a hard-boiled detective give insights as to who really did the dastardly deed. Joe Detective does not quite 
believe that Humpty just fell off the wall.  Did someone push him?  And if so why?  The mystery will be solved. 

 

 

Spotlight on the Board is now on Twitter! 

Follow us at www.spotlightontheboard.org    
 
Or http://twitter.com/d15spotlight 
 
Although detailed notes from the District 15 School Board meetings have been suspended, an archive of notes from 
May 2005 through November 2009 remain available online.  In addition, numerous public documents and news 
articles are on the site and will continue to be added as they become available. 

http://www.spotlightontheboard.org/
http://twitter.com/d15spotlight
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April 19-25, 2010 is National Turn off the TV Week 
 
Are you ready for the challenge?  Here are 10 things to do instead of TV: 
 

1. Play outside--visit a new park or nature center; 

2. Start a ―family game night‖; 

3. Play sports; 

4. Read; 

5. Walk or ride bikes; 

6. Grow a garden; 

7. Invite family or friends you haven’t seen in a while; 

8. Go roller skating or bowling; 

9. Try a ―Kids cook dinner‖ night (with supervision); 

10. Be tourists--visit museums, zoos, the aquarium, local historic societies. 

 
Pick a Favorite Few:  While the TV’s off, decide as a family what programs you really enjoy as opposed to 
those you sit through waiting for something better to come on. Then, watch them and turn the TV off when 
they’re done. 
 
Get more great ideas: http://greenhour.org/;  http://backyardnature.net/; and 
http://parenting.ivillage.com/tp/tpactivities/0,,44pp,00.html.  
 

 

http://greenhour.org/
http://backyardnature.net/
http://parenting.ivillage.com/tp/tpactivities/0,,44pp,00.html

